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Author Biography
Two-line bio (140 characters)
Andrew Kaplan is the bestselling author of the popular Scorpion and Homeland novels. He
may also be the world’s first “virtual person.”

Short bio (50 words)
Andrew Kaplan is the New York Times bestselling author of two mystery/thriller book series:
“Scorpion” and “Homeland,” the prequel novels to the “Homeland” television series. His books
have been translated into 22 languages and his screenwriting includes the James Bond film
“Goldeneye.” He may also be the world’s first “virtual person.”

Medium bio (100 words)
Andrew Kaplan is the New York Times bestselling author of two mystery and thriller novel
series: “Scorpion” and “Homeland,” the original prequel novels to the “Homeland” television
series. He may also be the world’s first “virtual person.” His books have been translated into
22 languages. His screenwriting career includes the James Bond film “Goldeneye.” A former
journalist, war correspondent and consultant to Fortune 500 companies and government
agencies, his standalone novels include the international bestsellers “Dragonfire” and “War
of the Raven,” cited by the American Library Association as “one of the 100 Best Books ever
written about World War Two.”

Long bio (400 – 600 words)
Andrew Kaplan is an American author, best known for his spy thriller novels, including two
Amazon #1 Bestselling Mystery and Thriller novel series: Scorpion and Homeland, the original
prequel novels to the Homeland television series. His books have been translated into 22
languages. He may also be the world’s first “virtual person.”
Andrew Kaplan was born in the Brownsville section of Brooklyn, New York (where boxer
Mike Tyson is from). He attended Stuyvesant High School in Manhattan and briefly, Brooklyn
College, then enlisted in the U.S. Army. After the Army, he travelled to Europe, where he
worked as a free-lance journalist for the International Herald Tribune in Paris, reporting on
events in Spain and Berlin during the Cold War (often stalked by STASI and KGB agents). As
a war correspondent, he covered wars in Algeria, Morocco and the Congo. After a brief stint
in advertising in New York (including for the Beatles), he worked for civil rights in Mississippi
(his life was threatened by the Klan), traveled through Central America, became a judge at
the Acapulco Film Festival, won big in a casino in Panama, but had to flee that country when
gangsters came to kill him for the money, became part-owner of a plastics factory in Peru, and
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made a personal journey of exploration in the Amazon jungle searching for the lost Inca city
of Vilcabamba.
He served in the Israeli Army during the Six-Day War of 1967 and as a student leader in Israel,
he helped start what was initially called the University of the Negev (today, Ben Gurion
University, a world leader in water research) and the Israeli Olympic fencing team. He also
served in intelligence and as an aide to Israeli Defense Minister Moshe Dayan, after their two
dogs, both German Shepherds, became friends. After graduating from Tel Aviv University, he
earned a Master’s at Oregon State University. Scheduled to be a member of the Israeli fencing
team at the Munich Olympics, a skiing injury forced him to bow out; a lucky break, otherwise
he would’ve been killed in the massacre of Israeli Olympic athletes (the subject of the Steven
Spielberg film, Munich). The CIA has tried on several occasions to recruit him.
After graduate school and a brief time at Ford in Detroit, he moved to Los Angeles, where
he worked with legendary screenwriter/producer Ben Hecht (Front Page, Scarface, It’s a
Wonderful Life, etc) in Marilyn Monroe’s house (Hecht had been a close friend of Arthur Miller
and Marilyn and bought the house after her death). In the 1980’s, Andrew, along with his
wife, Anne and son, Justin, lived on the French Riviera, where he wrote the New York Times
bestseller and Main Selection of the Book of the Month Club, Dragonfire, and got to know
royalty, billionaires, celebrities and well-known authors like Anthony Burgess (Clockwork
Orange).
Andrew and his family then returned to Los Angeles, where he started the largest technical
writing company in California, consulting for JPL, government agencies and top technology
and Fortune 500 companies, before returning to his first love, writing. In addition to his two
spy novel series, Scorpion (at one point, three of his Scorpion novels were in Amazon’s Top
20 at the same time) and Homeland, his standalone novels include: Hour of the Assassins
(inspired by his experiences in the Amazon), Dragonfire, and War of the Raven (selected by
the American Library Association as one of the “100 Best Books ever written about World
War Two.”) His first Homeland novel, Homeland: Carrie’s Run, became an international
phenomenon. His second book in the series, Homeland: Saul’s Game, won the Scribe Award
for Best Media Tie-in Novel. In addition to Homeland, his screenwriting career includes the
James Bond film, Goldeneye.
In 2019 he participated in the creation of “Andy-bot,” an artificial intelligence-driven “virtual or
digital person” in which Andrew in his own voice recounts stories, thoughts, and events in his
life in response to questions and comments. Andy-bot will be available even after Andrew’s
death, possibly making Andrew the world’s first so-called “virtual person,” as widely reported
in the Washington Post, NBC TV news and internationally; for example, by China’s Tencent
media.
Of his writing, Kirkus Reviews hailed it as “Electrifying,” Readers Favorite said “Flawless
. . . Kaplan is up there with the best,” Publishers Weekly called it “Smashing, sexy and
unforgettable,” Reader to Reader stated, “Kaplan’s writing is reminiscent of the best of Ian
Fleming, Robert Ludlum, and Tom Clancy,” and Suspense Magazine declared: “Kaplan’s writing
matches the best work of the late Robert Ludlum and then surpasses it.” But perhaps New
York Times bestselling author David Morrell said it best: “Andrew Kaplan represents a gold
standard for thriller writing.” His latest novel is the new international suspense thriller, Blue
Madagascar, in which a young woman US Homeland Security Special Agent, Casey Ramirez
must discover the secret left behind by a mysterious dead American before it is too late.
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7 Fun Facts You Didn’t Know About Me
1.
I was born and raised in Brooklyn, NY. When I was six, my Dad took me to my first baseball
game at Ebbets Field. That was the season Jackie Robinson broke the baseball color barrier, so
I actually saw Jackie Robinson in one of his first major league games. As soon as I saw Jackie
get a hit and get on base, it was love at first sight. Not because he was black – at that age I
barely noticed that – but because he was the most exciting player I (or anyone) had ever seen.
To watch him on base when everyone KNEW he was going to steal, but no matter how the
opposing team tried, they couldn’t stop him, was incredible fun. I became a lifelong Dodger
fan and Jackie Robinson fan. I still am.

2.
When I worked as a copywriter for an advertising agency on Madison Avenue in New York
(think “Mad Men”), we had an account for Lowell Toy Company, who made Beatle-like wigs
to cash in on the craze when the Beatles first arrived in the U.S. Our account people, execs
from the toy company and I met in our conference room with John Lennon, Paul McCartney
and their manager, Brian Epstein, who were in town to do the Ed Sullivan show. The agency’s
reception room was jam-packed with women who wanted to catch a glimpse of the Beatles. I
sat next to John. In the middle of a long mahogany table, the toy people had placed a single,
rather obscene-looking Beatle wig. I said out loud, “It looks like a merkin,” (a pubic wig) which
caused my boss to glower at me, but John and Paul (especially John) laughed so hard they
nearly fell off their chairs. My remark broke the ice and at $6 each, those wigs sold 50,000 a
day for more than a year.

3.
When my third Scorpion book, Scorpion Winter, which is primarily located in Ukraine, was
about to be published in Russia, my Russian publisher called me excitedly to tell me the
Kremlin had ordered 100 advance copies! The book predicted the Russian invasion of Ukraine
a year and a half before it happened.

4.
Many people in the CIA and other U.S. intelligence agencies read my books. I’m often
approached at Writers conventions or when I do readings by past and present agents and
officials. Consistently, they tell me that I’m the one spy thriller writer who “gets it right.”
Sometimes we exchange notes and stories, but while I describe intelligence techniques in my
books, I am careful not to reveal anything that might be harmful to U.S. or its allies’ national
security or personnel. Sometimes, I deliberately tweak information or techniques for that
reason, though I do try to remain accurate and authentic (see Item 6).
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5.
Shortly before Robert Ludlum (The Bourne Identity, etc.) died, his agent Henry Morrison called
and asked me to take over all the Ludlum franchises, Bourne, Covert One, etc. I turned him
down because I felt having Ludlum’s name on the book while I actually wrote it was misleading
to the public and also because if they were to read any writer’s work, they should know who
did it. After I turned Henry down, Bob Ludlum himself called and asked me to do it. He knew
he was dying and wanted to leave his series in good hands as a legacy for his family. I told him
I would reconsider, hoping he would feel easier, but in the end, I said no. The Ludlum franchise
would’ve meant a great deal of money, but I’ve never regretted my decision. I still believe one
should not mislead readers about who wrote the book.

6.
When my first book, Hour of the Assassins, was published, I was at a signing with a number
of famous authors who were also signing, including the Western writer, Louis L’Amour, who
was then the biggest-selling writer in the world. Afterwards, he and I talked for several hours.
One thing he told me was how careful he had to be about accuracy in his books, because if
he wasn’t, his readers would definitely let him know, especially about guns. Gun-people are
fanatic about accuracy when it comes to weapons. “Details, just a few in the right places,
create verisimilitude. It has to be accurate. We owe the reader that,” he told me. It’s something
I’ve tried to follow.

7.
Readers Digest used to have a feature called “The most interesting character I ever met.” For
me, that person was Israeli prime minister Golda Meir. On the occasions we met, like a Jewish
grandmother, sometimes over the green formica table in her kitchen, she would have her
assistant, Lou, bring us very strong coffee and cookies and ask if I’d met a girl yet (I was single
at the time). Then like throwing a switch and smoking cigarettes nonstop like a chimney, she
was all business and tough as nails, peppering me with questions sharp and insightful as
a diamond-cutting blade. She accepted no excuses and nothing less than your best. When
David Ben-Gurion was prime minister of Israel, he used to say Golda was the only person in
the Cabinet with a pair of balls.
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Book Synopsis
Two-Line Synopsis (140 characters)
A candidate’s suicide
A death on the French Riviera
And a secret men will kill for

Short Synopsis (50 words)
A candidate for U.S. President, ahead in the polls, suddenly commits suicide. During a botched
jewel heist on the French Riviera, an American bystander is killed. U.S. Homeland Security
Special Agent Casey Ramirez uncovers a clue involving the dead American, leading to a deadly
pursuit across Europe.

Medium Synopsis (100 words)
A candidate for U.S. President, ahead in the polls, suddenly commits suicide. A mysterious
woman the media has dubbed “the Invisible Woman” may hold the key.
During a botched jewel heist on the French Riviera, an American bystander is killed. This
triggers a worldwide hunt for something the dead American left behind - a secret so explosive
they will let nothing get in their way.
U.S. Homeland Security Special Agent Casey Ramirez uncovers a clue involving the dead
American, that catapults her into a deadly cat-and-mouse chase across Europe to find the
dead man’s secret before it’s too late.

Full Synopsis (150 – 200 words)
A candidate’s suicide
A death on the French Riviera
And a secret men will kill for
A candidate for U.S. President, ahead in the polls and about to win the election, suddenly
commits suicide. No one knows why. A mysterious woman the media has dubbed “the
Invisible Woman” may hold the key.
During a botched jewel heist on the French Riviera, an American bystander is killed. This death
triggers a worldwide hunt by intelligence agencies for something the dead American left
behind - a secret so explosive they will let nothing get in their way.
U.S. Homeland Security Special Agent Casey Ramirez is a young woman with a troubled past.
On the trail of a human trafficking ring, she uncovers a clue involving the dead American in
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France. The discovery catapults her into a deadly cat-and-mouse chase across Europe to find
the dead man’s secret before it’s too late.
A secret that threatens the foundations of the American government.
Master storyteller Andrew Kaplan weaves these disparate elements into a stunning tale of
international intrigue.
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Press Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Shaun Loftus
authors@bookwhisperer.ink
www.bookwhisperer.ink

Internationally Bestselling Author Of “Homeland: Carrie’s Run”
Brings A Gripping New Action Thriller
After Carrie Mathison, there’s a bold new heroine in town.
[NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK - May 2021] Andrew Kaplan is the New York Times bestselling
author of two mystery/thriller book series: “Scorpion” and “Homeland,” the prequel novels
to the “Homeland” television series. His books have been translated into 22 languages, and
his screenwriting includes the James Bond film “Goldeneye.” He may also be the world’s first
‘virtual person.’ “Blue Madagascar” is his new action thriller.
In “Blue Madagascar,” a U.S. Presidential candidate about to win the election suddenly
commits suicide, and no one knows why. A mysterious person the media has dubbed “the
Invisible Woman” may hold the key. But her identity and whereabouts are unknown. And then,
during a botched jewel heist on the French Riviera, an American bystander is killed. It triggers
a worldwide hunt by international intelligence agencies for something the dead American
left behind - a secret so explosive they will let nothing get in their way. The only one who can
unravel the mystery? U.S. Homeland Security Special Agent Casey Ramirez. She must go on a
deadly cat-and-mouse chase across Europe to find the secret before it’s too late.
On his inspiration for “Blue Madagascar”: “I wanted to do something different, something
more than just a female version of Scorpion, more complex, perhaps with a troubled past.
Eventually, I came up with the character of Casey, a young woman who grew up on the mean
streets of Central L.A. and a product (read: survivor) of the foster care system, who pulled
herself up by her own bootstraps to become a Homeland Security Special Agent.” -- Andrew
Kaplan
“Kaplan takes the thriller genre at its word, moving as fast as Ludlum, but with ten times the
eye for settings and crisp characterization.” -- Kirkus Reviews
“Blue Madagascar” is now available for review on request.
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Blue Madagascar | Sample Chapter
Prologue: The Invisible Woman
She exists for five and a half seconds. Face a white blur in the headlights, head turned away
from the camera, impossible to identify as she disappears into the night shadows. And gone.
The notorious Lazaro cell phone video shot by coincidence – although dozens of conspiracy
theories would later claim otherwise – through the windshield of a car on Key Biscayne’s
Crandon Boulevard hours before the news broke. Yet nowhere is there a record of her visit
at the exclusive Key Colony enclave where the fatal encounter with presidential candidate
Governor Jeffrey “Win with Jeff” Smullen – at that moment, up seven and a quarter points in
the polls and favored to be the next President – supposedly took place.
No witnesses. No confirming testimony from any of the guards at the gate-guarded community
or the Secret Service assigned to guard Governor Smullen. Not a single second of video from
even one of the security cameras at the complex. Nothing to substantiate the rumor that she
was there, that she was a part of what happened, which was why the media dubbed her, “The
Invisible Woman.”
When the Lazaro video emerged, the first evidence she actually existed, and the instant
object of a bidding war between ABC, Apple News, Fox and MSNBC, the media wolf pack’s
feeding frenzy went as one commentator put it, “Full Metal Psycho.” Lacking other targets,
the spotlight turned on those who first broke the story: WFOR, the local CBS TV affiliate in
Miami, and on the man who made the call, its news director, George Rees, who always swore
he didn’t know a damn thing more than anyone else.
That night. Prime time. Digital clock on the screen counting down 4 days 11:36 hours to the
election. On-set on-camera, one second there was Mace Cottrell, silver-tongued campaign
manager for Governor Smullen smoothly repeating his talking points for the two-millionth
time, when an aide rushed out and whispered something to him. Without a word, midsentence, Cottrell abruptly stood up – give the devil his due, talking head analysts would say
later, no change in expression, he gave nothing away – yanked off his mike and pulling his cell
phone from his jacket, bolted from the set as if, one liberal talk show host would later snarkily
observe, “he had a bad case of diarrhea about to explode.”
In the control room, George Rees, middle-aged, salt-and-pepper hair and a Dad belly that
betrayed an expense-account affinity for good restaurants, was about to signal his attractive
blonde female anchor – Florida, after all – Julianne Marsh, to improvise for thirty seconds,
when his iPhone vibrated. The one he reserved strictly for emergencies.
Rees took off his headset and put the phone to his ear. Afterwards, those present said his jaw
literally dropped open in shock. As the technicians around him chattered, he made a set of
vicious cutting signs to his neck to shut them up.
“Christ! Is this for real? You shitting me?” Rees said into the phone. It was later revealed that
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the person on the other end was Pete Flynn, a lieutenant on the Miami-Dade PD, who’d always
been a good mutual backscratching source. A result of WFOR’s lucky location, on NW 25th
Street in Hialeah, close to MDPD headquarters; ideal for after-work schmoozing with cops at
the Longhorn, the local bar and grill.
Rees stared wide-eyed through the glass at the set, where Julianne – not exactly the highest
IQ in a business that in Rees’ view had dumbed down to the point where a shot of chimpanzee
DNA would be an improvement – was doing her best to tap-dance over the dead air time. She
and fellow talking head, GOP strategist Lawrence “Tax cuts will solve everything” McHenry
were speculating about what might have caused Mace Cottrell, not known for erratic behavior
– certainly not for tossing away even a millisecond of free TV air time – to suddenly take off.
“Get back to me as soon as you can. And hey, I owe you, man,” Rees said, finishing the call
while simultaneously checking the AP feed on his laptop. But it was the usual crap. New
polls. Smullen up nine and a half in Ohio. Campaign stops by surrogates. Blah. Blah. Nothing.
Nothing. Smullen was here in Miami, due to head tomorrow to Orlando and Tampa; Florida as
always the ultimate swing state.
Rees put his headset back on and punched a button on his console to get Hailey, his on-thescene reporter at the Smullen campaign HQ in downtown Miami. Around him, the noise level
rose; newsroom phones started ringing, people talking. Something was happening.
“What? Hailey I can hardly hear you. What’s going on?” Rees listened. “Jesus! It’s impossible.
Can you confirm? Wait, who’s with you? Let me talk to him.” He snapped his fingers several
times for quiet, looking at the people around him, at this point all staring back at him.
Rees spoke into the headset mike again. “Jared, listen. Can you get inside? I need visuals.
Anything. Inside, if humanly possible. Even if it’s inside the men’s room. If we can’t, I want Hailey
standing outside the hotel; steps, front entrance, whatever. Get the hotel logo. I’m putting
her on the second you’ve got a spot to point the camera. And get confirmation!” Pause. “From
somebody, anybody. The fucking janitor! Put Hailey back on.” He waited. His staff was dead
silent, eyes on him, ignoring the images on their computer screens and monitors. “Hailey,
listen. We’re going with it. Get what you can and get ready to go on in exactly two minutes.
This is it, kid. We’re going to you live, so be ready. C’mon, now. This is history.”
He turned to his crew and the set window and hit a button to talk to Julianne through her ear
bud, eyes darting at a monitor to confirm they still had about thirty seconds on the bladder
drug commercial – Florida! – that was running.
“Julianne, we have breaking news,” he said into the headset. “You need to stress it has not yet
been confirmed by either the campaign or the Miami-Dade Police Department. I mean you
have to make the non-confirm very very very strong so we’re legally covered or we’re in deep
shit. Nod if you understand how serious this is.”
He watched her nod.
“Okay,” he said, taking a breath. “You need to stress there has been an unofficial report,
which we cannot, I repeat not, confirm, but it’s been reported that Governor Jeffrey Smullen,
candidate for President and currently ahead in all the polls, is dead.” Julianne’s eyes went

The Book Whisperer for Andrew Kaplan | www.bookwhisperer.ink
9

wide. “Right now, that’s all we have. Hailey’s at the scene. You’ll cut to her as soon as she’s
ready. I’ll cue you to go to her live.”
As they started the network’s “Breaking News” music and visual, Rees’ emergency iPhone
buzzed again. He grabbed it.
“Yeah, Pete,” he said. “For real? Did he leave anything? I don’t believe it. Not for a second.” He
listened again. “Okay, thanks. And Pete, I owe you forever. Whatever you want. Jack Daniels
Twenty-seven, my first-born kid. I mean it, man, thanks.”
Rees looked around for an available reporter. Cody Robinson was talking to a female intern.
“Cody!” Rees bellowed. “Get your ass and a camera over to the Key Colony Club on Key
Biscayne! Now! Get over there. I don’t care if you get twenty speeding tickets.” And when
Cody Robinson hesitated, shouted, “Go! Run!”
On the set, Julianne motioned McHenry into silence, faced straight into the camera, solemn
as a church and shocked – not having to act for once – knowing her announcement would
be played and re-played all around the world because they were scooping everyone in the
universe, as the camera light lit, made the announcement.
“We interrupt our scheduled programming to bring you the following important breaking news
regarding the Governor Smullen campaign in Miami. WFOR CBS Local News has received an
unconfirmed report, and I must stress that as yet, this report is unconfirmed,” Rees behind
the glass giving her a thumbs-up for that, “that Governor Jeffrey Smullen, the heavily-favored
candidate for President, is dead. We have no further details. To get more on what’s happening,
we’re switching live to our reporter on the scene, Hailey Squires.”
“Up on two,” Rees said and a technician brought up Hailey, who was standing, microphone in
hand in the middle of a crowd, many with orange and white “Smullen for President” signs, on
the steps in front of the Four Seasons Hotel in downtown Miami.
Many in the crowd looked confused or stunned, having just heard the rumor. A number of
women were crying, holding each other. One man with a sign on a stick repeatedly smacked
it against a streetlight pole until others grabbed him. People milled about. No one seemed
to know what to do. Several on-lookers shoved towards Hailey, who stood in an open space,
spot-lit in the darkness by her cameraman, Will. The crew’s PM, Jared motioned people back
to give her space. Two Miami-Dade PD officers watched, batons in hand, openly glaring at the
TV crew.
Hailey brushed a stray hair from her forehead, looked straight at the camera and started:
“Julianne, I would like to repeat, we have no official confirmation from either the Miami-Dade
police or the Smullen campaign. In fact, there’s been no announcement and when I tried to
speak to Campaign coordinator, Jack Applegate, who was going somewhere in a hurry, all I
got was – and I quote – ‘No comment. We have nothing to say.’ Those were his exact words.
Although the fact that he did not immediately deny the story is telling.
“Nevertheless, I have to tell our viewers, that we have an unconfirmed source who has indeed
reported that Presidential candidate Governor Jeffrey Smullen died approximately one half
hour ago, which would make it around,” glancing at her watch, “eight oh seven PM Eastern
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Time.” At that, a woman in the crowd cried out. “He died at a friend’s townhouse at the
exclusive Key Colony Club in Key Biscayne. No one from the Smullen campaign has come
forward to either substantiate or deny this claim. Now, and this is new – there’s a second
very shocking report. The same unconfirmed source – I can’t say whether it is from inside
the campaign or not – has reported that the cause of the Governor’s death was as a result of
a gunshot by his own hand.” There was a murmur, an almost animal groan from the crowd.
Someone gasped “Oh no!” as if what happened wasn’t real until she said it.
“Hailey,” Julianne broke in. “Are you saying Governor Smullen committed suicide?”
On-camera, Hailey holding her hand to her ear-receiver, nodded. “Julianne, that’s my
understanding. Impossible as it seems, just days before an election that he appeared to have
a good chance of winning, that’s exactly the information I’ve received. Again, let me stress, no
one in the campaign or the MDPD is officially confirming anything, though” she looked around
her, “as I said before, it’s telling that we’re not seeing or hearing anyone from the campaign
contradicting this report. At the moment, they’re not talking – to us or anyone.”
At that moment, Julianne defined her career forever, making a statement that achieved the
most-viewed score in YouTube history with nearly two-and-a-half billion views. She stared in
blank confusion at the camera and simply blurted out loud what everyone else was thinking:
“Why,” she said, “would someone about to be elected President kill himself?”
In the frenzied days that followed and as both parties scrambled to deal with the unprecedented
situation of a major party suddenly without a candidate days before the election, Republicans
calling for the election to be postponed, Democrats declaring that law and precedent made
delay impossible, public curiosity more and more centered on “The Invisible Woman” on
Crandon Boulevard. She had changed the world, though no one knew how – or why – or if she
was even involved? Deemed a “person of interest,” there were sightings of her in cities from
Vancouver to Buenos Aires. All proved false.
Nonstop chatter, tweets, and tens of thousands of images, real and Photoshopped, pingponged between the blogosphere, Twitter, the cable TV talkathons and Facebook threads
thick as ship’s hawsers, many declaring with absolute certainty that she was a spy, an assassin,
a pregnant mistress, or that she had nothing whatsoever to do with it.
Despite all the speculation, as George Rees himself told the FBI agents who questioned him:
“The fact is, not one person has offered a plausible explanation to either of the two central
questions: Why? Why’d he do it? And how is it possible with all the media attention that no
one’s been able to identify this so-called ‘Invisible Woman?’ More to the point, who is she?”
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Interview Questions
1.
Where were you born? I was born in Brooklyn, NY; specifically, the Brownsville section of
Brooklyn. I understand now that Brooklyn has become hip and trendy, but the Brownsville of
my youth was a tough, working-class neighborhood. It was the neighborhood that the Mafia
hit gang, Murder, Inc. came from (my Dad knew Abe Reles aka “Kid Twist,” the Mob’s top hit
man, who was himself murdered in Coney Island while under police protection) and the boxer,
Mike Tyson. At the time I was growing up, there were still well-known street gangs, like the
Amboy Dukes, the Pitkin Giants, etc. In the Brooklyn of that day, you grew up fast.

2.
When did you first start writing? I was a precocious and a voracious reader. I would read
anything I could get my hands on. As a boy I loved adventure books like Robert Louis Stevenson’s
Kidnapped and Treasure Island, Mark Twain, Jack London, and F. Van Wyck Mason; also the
poems of Robert Louis Stevenson and Edgar Allan Poe. I went to Stuyvesant High School
in Manhattan, a special science school. It was there that I first encountered Hemingway,
Fitzgerald, J.D. Salinger, and Faulkner. They blew me away. An English teacher at Stuyvesant
told me I had talent and encouraged me. The thought that I might actually write something
that could in some way stand next to their work was an imperative I couldn’t ignore. By the
time I was 18, I had my first agent, Ad Schulberg, (wife of Hollywood producer B.P. Schulberg
– who launched the careers of Cary Grant, Marlene Dietrich, Shirley Temple, etc. – and mother
of Budd Schulberg [What Makes Sammy Run, On the Waterfront, A Face in the Crowd, etc.]).

3.
What was your early inspiration? Very early, it was comic books, especially the ones that
emphasized not just superheroes, but adventure comics, like Terry and the Pirates and
Blackhawks; also those that emphasized complexity, like Batman, and those that were funny,
like Mad Comics, which was a comic book before it became Mad Magazine. I also devoured
adventure stories from writers like Robert Louis Stevenson, Mark Twain, Jack London, and F.
Van Wyck Mason.

4.
Do you have professional experience in writing? Yes, as a journalist for the International
Herald Tribune in Paris and other journals like Paris Match, etc. Later I worked and consulted
as a technical writer for technology and Fortune 500 companies like JPL, CSC, IBM, Hughes,
Lockheed Martin, DirecTV, and others. and created and was CEO of Andrew Kaplan Associates,
Inc., at one time the largest technical documentation company in California.
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5.
What other books have you written?

6.
How has your life affected your writing voice? First, there has to be talent. There’s no telling
where lightning will strike; often on the most unexpected people. That’s the starting point.
When I was about fifteen, I discovered my first great secret: If there’s something gnawing at
you, if you write it – not necessarily about yourself, but in a story – then you can get rid of
it or at least deal with it. The second and most important secret I discovered in life is that
like a bank shot in a game of pool, finding a voice is an oblique way into the writer’s quest to
understand oneself. After that, in my case, it’s working it. It’s also a lifetime of observation.
A good writer is a good listener. Where do you think Hemingway or Elmore Leonard picked
up their dialogue? By listening, eavesdropping. Then, there are the things that happen to you
or the things you see or hear that change you, sometimes more than you understand at the
time. Also, to be clear, there’s no such thing as a single voice. Each book has its own voice
and every character within it should have a unique voice – and you have to find it. In my new
book, Blue Madagascar, I had to find four different voices: the voice of the protagonist, Casey
Ramirez; the voice of the French criminal, Vincent the Cat; the voice of the French prosecutor,
Jean-Pierre Brochard, and the voice of the dead American, whose explosive secret becomes
the McGuffin device. Even minor characters, like a 100-year-old Russian woman fortune-teller
had her own, very unique voice. Like an actor, you submerge yourself in the character and that
character’s voice – yet the core of that character is still you.

7.
Why did you become a spy thriller writer? I’m not sure anyone ever plans on being a mystery
or thriller writer. I didn’t. But when Ad Schulberg couldn’t sell my first book and after I returned
to the U.S., I had story after story, manuscript after manuscript rejected by publishers. Yet, I
often received personal letters from these same editors telling me how much they loved my

The Book Whisperer for Andrew Kaplan | www.bookwhisperer.ink
13

writing and to please send them more. Often, the rejections were for reasons that had little
to do with my manuscript or story, for example, “This is the best war story I ever read, but
we just published something similar and it didn’t do well.” I began to think I was the most
popular unpublished writer in America. Then one editor responded: “General fiction is tough.
It’s much easier to publish in a genre. What type of book do you read just for fun? Is there a
genre you enjoy?” For me, the answer was “spy thrillers.” I read authors like Ian Fleming, Eric
Ambler and Len Deighton for fun and John Le Carre had shown that a spy thriller could also be
taken as serious fiction. Just as Joseph Conrad had written not “sea stories,” but “literature”
that happened to be set at sea, so Le Carre wrote serious important fiction that happened to
be set in the world of spies.

8.
What qualifies you to write “spy” novels? Do you have intelligence experience? Firstly, when
I was a journalist and war correspondent in Europe (particularly in Berlin during the Cold War)
and Africa, I got to know a number of agents from the CIA, the KGB, MI6, and other services.
At that time, the CIA tried to recruit me and later, when I was in South America, they tried
again. When I lived in Israel, I worked with the Aman, Israeli Military Intelligence and as an aide
to Defense Minister Moshe Dayan. After graduate school, the CIA again tried to recruit me.
This time I went through the whole process at Langley, lie detector test, security clearance,
the Farm, etc., but in the end, the hiring process took too long and I accepted a more lucrative
offer in private industry. Also I bring a journalist’s eye and an obsessive focus on research

9.
How do you differentiate yourself from other thriller writers or writers in your genre?
I tried to position my work to be leaner, less wordy, more muscular, more action-oriented and
suspenseful than John Le Carre, but also more authentic (like Frederick Forsythe), with more
three-dimensional characterizations, more telling dialogue and more sophisticated plots than
either Ian Fleming or Vince Flynn; i.e., mid-way between James Bond and George Smiley.
Interestingly, the writer I’m most compared to, Robert Ludlum, is the one I feel I have least in
common with except for pacing and unexpected plots.
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Author Q & A
1.
Where did you get the idea for this book? My editor at HarperCollins indicated they’d like to
see a new series from me, but one with a female protagonist and preferably set in the U.S. I
wanted to do something different, something more than just a female version of Scorpion,
more complex, perhaps with a troubled past. Eventually, I came up with the character of
Casey, a young woman who grew up on the mean streets of Central L.A. and a product (read:
survivor) of the foster care system, who pulled herself up by her own bootstraps to become a
Homeland Security Special Agent. But I didn’t have a plot. What would be the case she would
work on that would be a journey of self-discovery for her and the reader? Then I came across
a real-life obituary of someone I’d never heard of, but who was one of the most astonishing
characters I had ever encountered. He’d gone from being a nearly-court-martialed U.S. Marine
to a CIA agent to become an international arms dealer to prison to back to being rich. The
more I dug into him, the more fascinating he got. Then it hit me. What if this person had been
killed, say as an innocent bystander of a crime, but had left behind a secret so explosive that
every major power in the world would kill to get their hands on it? It would be a Dan Brown-like
treasure hunt, only a lot more intense and dangerous for Casey.

2.
What traits and other tidbits do you share with your main character? She’s a lot braver than
I am. She’s also much better at solving puzzles. I think we both share an aptitude for survival.
She believes, as I do, in one of her sister, Jessica’s rules: “Chance happens, but evil is a hunter.
You can either be prepared or prey.” So you plan ahead; you don’t enter a building or a room
without looking for the exits; you understand that if you rely on luck, you may not survive.
Finally, she believes as I do that people matter. She risks her life for others, especially women
in desperate situations.

3.
Did any of your inspiration for this book originate in your real life experiences? I’ve lived in
Paris and the French Riviera, which we know well and where a good chunk of the book takes
place. I had a friendship in Antibes with the chief police inspector who let me in on some French
police techniques and procedures. Most important were some of our real-life experiences in
Europe and Russia. I saw instances of a growing nationalism, populism, anti-Semitism, false
narratives and conspiracy theories and an incipient fascism in Europe, on social media, and
finally in the U.S. It reminded me of the 1930’s. A shadow was coming over the world. As one
character in the book says, “It’s the Thirties Redux. All we need is a little guy with a mustache.”
My book Scorpion Winter, warned of the Russian invasion of Ukraine a year and a half before
it happened. With this book, I wanted to sound another warning.
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4.
What made you decide to self-publish? I had some issues with HarperCollins. Also publishers
today expect authors to do the bulk of the marketing themselves anyway. And some publishers
considered this book too politically controversial. In addition, I wanted to expand my range
and not write just spy thrillers, which was the only way established trade publishers saw me.

5.
Are there any specific authors whose writing styles or subject matter inspired your book?
Not really. I have my own writing style and one of the things I deliberately set out to do was
break new ground. I wanted a female protagonist. Most of the mystery and thriller female
protagonists are in psychological thrillers, like Gillian Flynn and Ann Rule, or detectives or
PI’s, like Janet Evanovich, Lisa Jackson or Sara Paretsky, mostly in domestic U.S. settings. I
wanted a female protagonist who wasn’t generic, with a troubled past, could be set in both
the U.S. and internationally, and who worked for a government agency, which would give her
the reason to pursue a case, yet because it was international with intelligence overtones, not
be a standard police or detective procedural. There are many genre writers who have inspired
me (including the ones I cited above), such as Graham Greene, Eric Ambler, Len Deighton, Ian
Fleming, John Le Carre, Ken Follett, Donna Tartt, Carlos Ruiz Zafon, and Mark Slouka.

6.
Do you have another project in the works? Yes. If so, what is it? The book is called “A Woman
of Shanghai.” It’s historical fiction wrapped in a murder mystery set in present-day China, the
solution of which lies in the past. In my mind, it’s the “Doctor Zhivago” of the Communist
Revolution, but right now, I’d like to keep the focus on “Blue Madagascar.”

7.
When you self-publish, do you do it all yourself? Far from it. For one thing, this is the first
book I’ve ever self-published, so everything I do is uncharted territory for me. The manuscript
for “Blue Madagascar,” went through numerous editing and rewriting cycles involving my wife
Anne, son Justin, my agent Dominick Abel, a professional editor who had been president of
Random House (prefers not to be named), friends who are professional writers and editors,
and others who did line editing, proofing, etc. For all aspects of marketing, the team at The
Book Whisperer, including Shaun Loftus, Lindsey Nicole, Katarina Zivkovic, Anya Urum, and
others. have been irreplaceable. I wouldn’t know what to do without them. I couldn’t have
done the audiobook without the immense contributions and guidance of my sound engineer
and my music guru, who provided the music. Website designers, the company (for the book
video) and others have also contributed to this project. To do this right, a lot of people are
involved.
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Book Review Excerpts
“Unrelenting suspense.” (Booklist)
“Kaplan’s writing is reminiscent of the best of Ian Fleming, Robert Ludlum and Tom Clancy.”
(Readertoreader.com)
“A smashing, sexy and unforgettable read.” (Publishers Weekly)
“ELECTRIFYING . . . a searing, ultimately satisfying entertainment with energy, passion and
moral resonance.” (Kirkus Reviews)
“Flawlessly conceived . . . The characters are unforgettable. Kaplan is up there with the best.”
(Readers Favorite)
“Matches the best work of the late Robert Ludlum and then surpasses it.” (Suspense Magazine)
“In a word, terrific … The pace is blistering, the atmosphere menacing and decadent, and
author Andrew Kaplan is in marvelously smashing form.” (New York Daily News)
“Kept me up well into the Late Show hours . . . paced like a ride on the Magic Mountain
rollercoaster. Hollywood, please copy.” (Los Angeles Times)
“Superb and original.” (Nelson DeMille)
“One of the smartest, swiftest and most compelling spy novels I’ve read in years.”
(Harlan Coben)
“Excellent … pulsates with intrigue and dramatic suspense. A powerful read.” (Clive Cussler)
“[Kaplan’s] characters and locales are brilliantly etched . . . the plot is riveting.” (London Times)
“Andrew Kaplan represents a gold standard for thriller writing.” (David Morrell)
“Full of action and suspense . . . a great read.” (Examiner.com)
“With rapid-fire narrative and a complex plot, Andrew Kaplan gives readers a truly intriguing
and engaging thriller.” (Freshfiction.com)
“A killer pacing that never lets up . . . This is an thriller that will leave you breathless.”
(Mystery Matters)
“A fast-paced tale [that] never slows down.” (Genre Go Round Reviews)
“If you like Tom Clancy books or Bourne series, you will love this book.” (Mystery Tribune)
“I loved this book! It just blew me away and had me furiously turning the pages to find out
what happens next . . . I would recommend this book to everyone.” (Night Owl Reviews)
“There’s a real danger here you will become so engrossed reading that you’ll lose all track of
the time. So be careful!” (Bookloons)
“A fantastic page-turning thriller!” (Killerreads.com)
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